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Osceola Township Utility Meeting Minutes 

January 8, 2025, 6:00 PM 
 

The regular meeting of the Osceola Township Utility Board was called to order by Supervisor Mark Halkola on  

January 8, 2024, at 6:00 PM. Board members present were Mark Halkola, Christa Gardner, and Don Wareham. Tardy was 

Christina Gardner. Absent was Aaron Janke. 

 

Motion by Wareham, supported by Christa Gardner, to approve the agenda as presented. AVIF 

 

Motion by Wareham, supported by Christa Gardner, to approve the minutes of the December 11, 2024, meeting. AVIF 

 

Motion by Christa Gardner, supported by Wareham, to recommend to the township board acceptance of the OT Utility 

and Mason Wastewater financial reports as presented. AVIF 

 

Motion by Christa Gardner, supported by Wareham, to recommend to the township board payment of the bills. AVIF 

 

Public Comment: Public comment opened at 6:06 PM. No public comment was offered. Public comment closed at 6:07 

PM. 

 

Reports: 

a. Operator’s Report: Ron gave a verbal report. Pumpage report for December was submitted. TC/Mason reads went 

well. In December there was a leak at a residence in TC – shut off. Big leak in Hubbell, many hours were worked 

down in TC. There were no contaminants in the TC water. A new line is going in on Woodside on Friday. 

b. Secretary’s Report: Written report submitted. 

c. Mason Sewer Operator’s Report: Jim gave a verbal report. Everything is going well. Waiting for a meter to be 

sent. Looking into a recall on John Deere mowers. Locks have been freezing up.  

 

Unfinished Business: 

a. Water Project – Elm Ave. Gooseneck Work – update, Andrew Keranen, UPEA – Bid request will go in the paper 

next week. Also put it on the website and send it to potentially interested contractors. 

b. Water Project Application – status – New plan update on June 1. There will be a webinar on February 5, Mark 

and Andy will attend. We have the potential to increase our points to the 75/100 range. 

Also addressed a question about the Mason Sewer capacity. Jim will send Andy information. Andy also shared 

that in lieu of the truck loan, we could take out a loan if we wanted to go that route. Interest rate would be 

4.125%. 

c. Water Ordinance Review – In draft form, going to the attorney by end of fiscal year. 

d. Budget amendments – draft – working on first amendment for the February meeting. 

e. Elm Avenue Goosenecks 2025 – Already addressed previously. 

f. Dollar Bay 2009 Wellhead Protection Plan – TES bid $7,900 and UPEA bid $10,000. Motion by Wareham, 

supported by Christa Gardner to recommend to the township board to accept TES offer of $7,900 for the 

Wellhead Protection Plan update. AVIF 

The Road Commission gave an offer to pave Elm Avenue between 5th Street and Main Street, for $65,000. 

Motion by Wareham, supported by Christa Gardner to recommend to the township board to accept the Houghton 

County Road Commission offer of $65,000 to pave Elm Avenue from 5th to Main Street. AVIF 
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New Business: 

a. Tamarack City water leak – reservoir – update – Discussion about the water leak in Hubbell. Dick Supina from 

TES did a thorough report, with a list of recommendations. The board will need to review. 

 

Treasurer Christina Gardner arrived at 7:00 PM. 
 

Public Comment: Public comment opened at 7:00 PM. Jim Siira offered a comment about everyone that worked on the leak in 

Hubbell, saying that everyone did a wonderful job. Public comment closed at 7:01 PM. 

 

A motion was made by Wareham, supported by Christa Gardner to adjourn at 7:01 PM. AVIF 

 

The next meeting will be held on February 12, 2025, at the Osceola Township office Board Room. 


