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Osceola Township Meeting Minutes

September 11, 2019 6:15 p.m.
The regular meeting of the Osceola Township Board was called to order by Supervisor Halkola on 

September 11, 2019 at 6:31 p.m.  in the Osceola Township Boardroom.  Board members present were Mark Halkola, Traci Sleeman Houle, Aaron Janke, Don Wareham, Christa Gardner was not present.
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
After review, a Motion by Wareham, supported by Houle to approve the agenda as amended adding item C. to new business regarding sidewalks and roads.  AVIF

After review, a Motion by Wareham, supported by Houle to approve minutes.  AVIF
After review, a Motion by Janke, supported by Houle to approve the financials for the general fund, road fund, Mason wastewater fund, Tamarack City Water and Osceola Township water.  AVIF

A motion presented for a new locator for the OT Water Department.  Motion by Janke, supported by Wareham for up to $3,500.00 for purchasing a new locator. With the 1/3, 2/3 split with Tamarack City Water.  Halkola-yay, Houle-yay, Janke-yay, Wareham-yay.  AVIF
After review and a brief discussion, a Motion by Houle, supported by Janke for the payment of the bills.  AVIF

Public Comment:  Mr. Sigon (of Torch Lake Township) stated he was not aware of the August 6, 2019 DB/TC school election. He said he did not know he was eligible to vote; he also stated his tax bill does not reflect what school district his taxes are for.  Ms. Barth also offered concern about the election and outdated election law.  She asked if the township would send out information about Permanent Absentee Voter Applications to our taxpayers.  Ms.Kelly, Houghton County Clerk and Register of Deeds was asked to come to the board meeting on behalf of taxpayers and registered voters who are upset and felt they were not informed about the election. She comments on how the Secretary of State mentioned the Osceola Township Clerk and the Torch Lake Township Clerk have done their jobs specific to Michigan State Election Laws.  
Ms. Kelly reminded all in attendance that this was a school election and the township did their part by 

facilitating the election by Michigan Election law. 
Mr. Miller of Mason commented on tax increase impact and the concern that Michigan Election law has a need for change. Ms. Jurmu offered comment to Ms. Kelly specific to voter responsibility and being aware of upcoming elections and the importance of community awareness. Kristin Lortie a Osceola Taxpayer thanked Ms.  Kelly for stepping up and taking action regarding election laws.  Ms. Lortie commented there is a need for the community to have greater awareness, participation and involvement regarding elections. Ms. Lortie invited 
everyone to a (Yooper Cares) meeting following the township meeting.  Bruce Beaudoin, mentioned the newsletter, asking if we could utilize more space for election information. 
Reports:

Assessor:  Written report was submitted

Maintenance:  Report was submitted, verbal report by Dale Odgers stating that Sandy Bottom is now closed
DBVFD:  Verbal report by Ron Kokkonen, 1 call reported in August and had a training at Julio’s. 
FIRST RESPONDERS:  Written report submitted.  
TCVFD:  
Written Report was submitted

TCUB:  
Written Report was submitted. 
TLSA:  
Written report was submitted
JAIL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Written Report was submitted.
SUPERVISOR REPORTS:  A verbal report from Supervisor Halkola regarding Ordinances, upgrading septic’s, school bond issue, ditches, Road Commission paving, easements and right away’s.
Unfinished business:

A. Mason Sewage:  An oral project updated. was given by Andrew Keranen from UPEA, Motion by Wareham, supported by Houle to approve payment to UPEA was made. The vote was 3-0-1 with Mr. Janke abstaining. 
 New Business:

A.   Semco Energy Gas Company Franchise request.  After discussion a Motion by Janke, supposed by Houle to accept the franchise agreement.  AVIF
B.   Emergency Response Plan.  Table until October   
C.   Sidewalks and Roads 
Motion by Houle supported by Wareham to adjourn at 7:55 p.m.  AVIF

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer
Complaints of discrimination should be sent to USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication, 

1400 Independence Ave SW, Washington DC 20250-9410
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