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Osceola Township Meeting Minutes

March 4, 2020 6:15 P.M.
The regular meeting of the Osceola Township Board was called to order by Supervisor Halkola on 

March 4, 2020 at 6:25 P.M. at the Osceola Township Boardroom.  Board members present were Mark Halkola, Traci Sleeman Houle, Aaron Janke, Don Wareham and Christa Gardner.
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
After review, a Motion by Wareham, supported by Janke to approve the agenda with the addition topic in unfinished business.  AVIF

After review, a Motion by Wareham, supported by Janke to approve the February minutes. AVIF
After a short discussion, a Motion by Wareham, supported by Houle to approve the financials for the General fund, Road fund, Mason wastewater fund, Tamarack City Water and Osceola Township water, with the understanding of corrections during the Special Budget Meeting.  AVIF

After review and a brief discussion, a Motion by Gardner, supported by Houle for the payment of the bills.  AVIF

Public Comment:  Mr. Schmidt gave an update of the snowmobile trail system community meeting and how to cover the deficit.  DNR is checking with engineering on how to proceed with FEMA.
Mr. Greub, and the possible opportunities with the DNR.  He suggested the board may want to write a letter to show our support for funding this project.  

Ms. Lewis would like to know if there is any plan on fixing Elm Avenue. 

Mr. Pietila, Traverse Engineering update on 6th Street in Tamarack City with FEMA for partial paving of road.  An action plan is for Osceola Township to pay for the storm sewer drain.  
Public comment ended at 6:46 p.m.

Reports:

Assessor:  No report Submitted
Maintenance:  A written report was submitted

DBVFD:  Verbal report by Mr. Kokkonen, 1 call out in February
FIRST RESPONDERS:  Written report submitted.  
TCVFD:  Written Report was submitted

TCUB:  Written Report was submitted
TLSA:  No Report was submitted
SUPERVISOR REPORTS:  A verbal report from Mr. Halkola updated the board on the road commission meeting. Carlson Fence bill for 900.00 to be paid.  Update on Traverse Engineering meeting.  March 3, 2020 BOR was successful next BOR meetings are March 10 & 13, 2020.  Mailed the U.S. Census Bureau documents with Osceola Township boundaries. Update on alcoholic beverages on Township property, park, etc.  we are not responsible or liable., a written and signed agreement for individuals who reserve the parks, and/or sandy bottom for private parties.  Update of garbage in buildings it is not blight if it is behind closed doors.  Signs near hydrants that maybe in State Highway right of way, MDOT will be contacted for assistance in this matter. 
Board of Review Position.  Motion by Janke supported by Gardner to remove from tabled item.  Motion by Wareham, supported by Janke to move Mr. Caspary into the permanent BOR position and appoint Mr. Greub into the alternate position.  AVIF 

Unfinished business:

A.  Streetlight removal:  Waiting on response from UPPCO to remove, move or hood the streetlight. 
B. Board of Review position vacancy.  Taken care of in Supervisor reports.

C. FY 19-20 Amend Budget status update.  Progress is being made.  

D. Community Garden.  Ms. Gardner gave an update on the community garden and possible $5,000 grant from the Portage Health Foundation.  Ms. Gardner asked the board if the Township would pay the water bill from the already established Community Garden Recreation budget for the summer months while the garden is being utilized.  
New Business:

A. Township Newsletter.  Next newsletter will be placed in the June summer tax bills. 

B. Traverse Engineering update-FEMA.  Presented in Public Comment by Mr. Pietila.

C. UPEA.  No report.

D. Ballfield use.  Needing a formal agreement for payment of port-a- john during baseball season and how the team will maintain the field.  Asking Mr. Sutherland to come during the April meeting to discuss these items.  Board is still deciding on letting the Soccer Association the use of the field.  

E. Scott See Dredge tour request (brief presentation).  John Arnold from Houghton Rotary presented a brief overview of the Rotary’s plan for the 1st Annual Copper Mining Tour.  Was asking for parking access adjacent to the Dredge. Osceola Township does not have land for parking but will allow the tour to access our property for a safe place to stand off of the highway.    Motion by Janke, Supported by Wareham for August 8, 2020 tour to access property.  AVIF
F. Budget Meeting schedule.  Tentative Schedules were handed out to the Board.

Motion by Houle supported by Gardner to adjourn at 8:00 p.m.  AVIF
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