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Osceola Township Meeting Minutes

August 15, 2018

The regular meeting of the Osceola Township Board was called to order by Trustee Janke on August 15, 2018, at 6:21 p.m. in the Osceola Township Board Room.  Board members present were Judy Odgers, Christa Gardner, Don Wareham, and Aaron Janke. Absent was Steve Karpiak.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Motion by Wareham, supported by Gardner to accept the minutes of the May meeting. AVIF

Motion by Odgers, supported by Gardner to approve the financial reports for the General fund. , Road, Mason Wastewater, and TC water funds. AVIF

Motion by Gardner, supported by Janke to approve the financial reports for the Road, Mason Wastewater,  TC, and OT water funds. AVIF

Motion by Odgers, supported by Wareham for payment of the bills: General Fund $24,105.83.  AVIF

Motion by Janke, supported by Odgers for payment of the bills: Mason Water $2,037.14.  AVIF

Motion by Wareham, supported by Gardner for payment of the bills: TC Water $4,790.24.  AVIF

Motion by Gardner, supported by Odgers for payment of the bills: OT Water $10,336.33.  AVIF

Public Comment:  Doug Niemi informed the board that there are recreation grants available through the Portage Health Foundation. Mike Mallow was questioning how the board looks at planning for the future. Trustee Janke explained about our Five Year Rec plan. Rick Greub handed out a copy of an article in the paper regarding grants and loans for water system updates. Bob Mattfolk questioned the possibility of FEMA monies for Tamarack Hill, and if there is some, suggested another road to divert the road funds in TC to. Patricia L. was asking about whether or not the Mason Sewer project has been reevaluated in respects to the Father’s Day flood. Her concern was whether or not the lift station could handle the water in the event that something like that were to happen again. Andrew Keranen from UPEA was in attendance and addressed the concerns, explaining that there are no plans for it to be reevaluated, that it is up to DEQ specs, which plans for a 50 year storm. He spent a deal of time explaining the entire project, explaining that no storm drains can be connected to the system, what connections that the residents will be responsible for, and history on the entire project over the last nine years. Tom Hand questioned whether or not the project was moving on schedule, as he has someone scheduled to dig his line. He had heard that perhaps it wasn’t on schedule, and was concerned that there was no communication from the Township to inform residents of this. Chris Miller also expressed his concern over the lack of communication from the Township, and asked that there be better communication to keep the residents in the loop of what’s going on. The many Mason residents in attendance agreed, and it was requested that the Township communicate with them, perhaps monthly, so that they know how the project is moving along.

A motion was made by Wareham, supported by Janke to approve the agenda with the change of moving Unfinished Business item a - Mason Sewage - Property Letters before the Reports, and to add under New Business: d. EDA Grants. AVIF

Unfinished Business:

a.   Mason Sewage - Property Letters: There were questions as to why this piece of land, and Andrew Keranen from UPEA explained that this would be the shortest, and therefore the least costly, route to the wastewater site. There were two items: one that this would be considered an exempt split, and also that the township offer Lakeshore Estates $3,000.00 for the .06 acre piece of land.

A motion was made by Wareham, supported by Janke to approve this piece of land being an exempt split. AVIF

A motion was made by Wareham, supported by Gardner to approve an offer of $3,000.00 for the .06 acre piece of land. AVIF

Reports:

a.
Assessor: Written report. The reassessment is almost complete, and they are on track to have it completed by September 1st. 

b.
Maintenance: Written report for July. Dale was not in attendance, but there was discussion about the bathroom at Sandy Bottom, and the fact that it is in rough shape. Discussion will continue at the September meeting, when Dale may be able to be in attendance to explain.

c.
DBVFD: Ron reported that they had 0 calls. They have upgraded again with all calls going to their cell phones, pagers and radios.

d.
First Responders: Written report. There were 6 calls for the month of July, bringing the total for 2018 to 43.

e.
TCVFD: Written report. The department held its regular monthly meeting, participated in the 4th of July, and responded to the flash floods.

f.
TC Utility Board: The Board reviewed the August meeting minutes, July secretary’s report.  

g. 
TLSA: Written reports for July 2018.

h.
Supervisor reports: Karpiak attended meetings for PAC. Included was a DEQ Notice of Authorization for the project at the Gooseneck Creek.

Unfinished Business:

a.
Mason sewage: Was addressed prior to the reports.

b.
Osceola Township Roads:  Nothing new to update at this time. Still waiting to hear on when the Tamarack Hill work will begin.

New Business:

a. 6th and Elm intersection: There will be a cost of an additional $18,000 to pave the section of road at this intersection on top of the other work on 6th street. Supervisor Karpiak has suggested this money come out of the OT Water Fund. Discussion about whether that was appropriate, and it was moved by Janke, supported by Gardner to table this until the September meeting. AVIF

b.   Disaster Assistance: Information was given about the Section 19 Disaster Assistance. Gardner updated the board on the upcoming meetings on August 14, 16 and 20. 


c. UPPCO Franchise: Board members reviewed the proposed Ordinance for the UPPCO Franchise, and there were a lot of questions that could not be answered. Trustee Janke thought it best for the township attorney to perhaps review it before we approve. A motion was made by Janke, supported by Gardner to table any action on this until the September meeting.


d. EDA Grants: Gardner discussed the meeting from August 14 regarding the EDA grants. Some discussion took place about what might qualify for these grants. Dick Supina talked about the different areas that have already had work done on them that are not currently being paid for by other entities (ie. Road Commission, MDOT, etc.)

Motion by Janke, supported by Wareham to adjourn at 9:01 p.m. Motion carried. AVIF

Osceola Township is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

Complaints of discrimination should be sent to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
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